Get Smart in Cold Weather
As the colder weather sets in, you know that you need to keep warm and dry, but what else can we do to be more prepared for a safe ride? The Motorcycle Safety Foundation has provided some ideas that may help you get through till spring warms us up again. 
· Watch your fluid levels more carefully especially if you have a water cooled bike. Check the Owners Manual to see if a different grade of oil is recommended in cold weather.

· Check your tire pressure often. Although you should always do this anyway the colder temperature tends to drop the pressure quickly. Allow more time when starting out for your tires to reach operating temperature.

· Watch the road closely for any signs of freezing water or other slippery conditions. Black ice is always a worry in cold weather.

· Depending on where you are riding in the country, freezing and thawing create potholes and lots of loose gravel. Be aware of areas where this exists.

· Use anti-fogging chemicals on face shields or goggles. Visors help also to keep the view clear. On a full face helmet left the face shield slightly to allow a little air to circulate.
· Pay special attention to the “Bridge Freezes before Road Surface” warning signs. Cold air under the surface will cause freezing before the road surface on each side. Be Cautious!

· Leaves and other debris will be extremely slippery when damp or wet. Assume that it is very slippery and be cautious.

· If you end up riding in snow, minimize any change in direction or change in speed and be prepared to use your feet as outriggers.

· Moisture, salt, and other chemicals on the road in the winter may rust or pit metal surfaces so hose the bike off more often.

Winter rides can be fun and relieve the boredom of hanging around the house. Dress warm, make sure the bike is ready, adjust your risk management strategy and get out there and have fun while improving your skills. 
